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B Kurima Togani .
Takahashi, Yuji

Togani or Taugani is the improvised poetry on a set melody pattern in the Miyako Islands in
Okinawa. Here the melody and text are based on “Kurimaganukasukidana” (The oak foothold.
to the well in Kurima) transcribed by Nobuo Sugimoto and included in “Okinawa no Min'yo”
(Okinawan Folk Songs) [Shin - Nihon Shuppansha ]

“Kurima is a small island facing the Shimoji area of Miyako Island. It is surrounded by
sheer cliff and not easy to reach.
In the village over the cliff women and children had to go down to get water from the spring in
a crevice near the shore. This song is about the “well” with large oak foothold.
Women and children were goning down and up the stone steps every day for hundreds of years
with water pots on their head. The steps under their feet are now slick.” (Nobuo Sugimoto)

In the old days peasants in Miyako were forbidden to use instruments like sanshin (the

Okinawan three-string lute.) They have songs in a very old style also found in the South East
Asian Islands. To have voice resounding like a trumpet over hills and across fields, I applied
the similar ensemble techniques used in the Taiwanese, Philippine and Indonesian traditions.

Yaiya yoi Kurima yoi

ganu yoi

mumudan nu yo ashiman nu yo

nuburigatsunai

vwa ga kutu yuba kanusha ga kutu yuba

basuricha sunnyo

(Kurima Well with hundred steps, really. While going up, I never forget you, my darling.)

Yaiya yoi sasara yoi

nisunu yoi

ashiman vwa kajanudu yo

sumari yarya ga kajanudu

kanusha ga kajanudu

asha uzumita yo _
(The hard north wind, really scents of you. The scent of my love, my darling, I scent it.)
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independently floating tempo for each part
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